
What is Evil?
WARNING: 

This presentation 
contain images 
and information 
that may not be 

suitable for 
children. 



Defining evil 

The exercise of 
power to 
intentionally harm 
someone 
psychologically, 
hurt someone 
physically, destroy 
someone morally. 

Zimbardo, 2008



Focus: Homicide

• Reasons individuals commit homicide:
• Threat
• Passion
• Psychopathology
• Mental illness?
• They have a gun? 



Infant 
Homicide
• Frustration theory

• Unwanted burden theory

• Neglected care theory









U.S. Regression 
line



Non-psychopathic adult homicide
• Non-psychopathic murders make up the majority of American 

homicides
• >50% intimate partner homicide and familicide
• >30% inter-group conflict homicide
• <9% psychopathic murder

• United States has the highest homicide rate of any of the 26 modern 
countries, at 5-6 per 100,000 (other nations are < 1.7/100,000)
• The United States also has the highest incarceration rate of the 26 

modern countries. The country that has the same as the United 
States is North Korea. 
• Rates of homicides on national level seems to be most highly 

associated with militarization of police forces and individualistic 
cultures. (this does not include State sanction murders)  











Immigration 











Intimate Partner homicide



Intimate partner homicide

• Men engage in this behavior much more than women
• There has been an increase in female offenders over the last couple 

decades
• LGBTQ communities are not immune to this type of evil.



Intimate partner homicide

• 83% occur in home
• 44% (females) to 62% (males) of offenders were intoxicated
• Women kill because of victimization? Only 28% of women killed their 

intimate partner because of victimization
• Men kill out of jealousy and loss of control in relationship? True 

greater than 86% of men killed for this reason, and 68% had history of 
intimate partner violence











The Sad Truth

• The scary part of this first analysis on homicide with focus on the 
United States is that individuals, when it comes to homicide, are more 
unsafe in their own home than they are walking down the street 
among strangers.
• A person is 90% more likely to be killed by a family member or 

intimate partner than they are by a stranger. 



Psychopaths and Serial Killers



Is there individuals who could be considered 
pure evil?
• What would it take for a human being to be purely evil?
• Test 1: They would need to lack a “theory of mind” and mentalizing ability
• Test 2: They would need to lack empathy
• Test 3: They would need to lack consciousness
• Test 4: They would need to view others as objects rather than people

• The psychopathic type tends to fail all four tests. 
• Not all psychopaths kill, but all serial killers are psychopathic



Defining the Psychopath: The Psychopath 
Checklist (Hare, 1991)

Scale of 0 – 2
2 = present in all domains of life

• Typical non-criminal score 3 – 6
• Non-psychopathic criminals 16 – 22
• Anti-social Personality 26 – 29
• Psychopath > 30 



Defining the Psychopath

• Neurological
• Dysfunction in paralimbic system
• Major function – connect areas of the limbic system to the higher cortical 

parts of the neo-cortex.
• Interference between the limbic and higher cortical area results in less 

impulse control.

• Developmental attributes
• Lack Theory of Mind and strong mentalizing system



Psychopaths, children, and anti-social 
personality
• Meet clinical criteria for mental illness?

• Psychopath - NO
• Conduct Disorder – YES
• Anti-social Personality Disorder – YES

• Should a Psychopath be treated?



Serial Killer

• FBI’s three criteria for defining a  killer as 
a serial killer:
• Kill in three or more separate events.
• At three or more separate locations.
• Engage in an emotional cooling off 

period between murders.
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Estimated Number and Rate per 10 Million of Serial Killers Operating in 
the United States from 1795 to Mid-2004 
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Sources: U.S Justice Department figures as reported by Jenkins (1994); updated figures from 
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A Typology of Serial Killers

• Visionary serial killer: Feels impelled to commit 
murder by visions or “voices in my head.”
• Mission oriented killer: Feel it to be their mission 

in life to kill certain kinds of people.
• Hedonistic serial killer: Kill for the pure thrill and 

joy of it; the majority of serial killers are 
hedonistic serial killers.
• Power/Control killer: Gains more satisfaction from 

exercising complete power over his victims, and 
sexual activity is almost always involved.
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FEMALE SERIAL KILLERS

•The key distinction between 
male and female serial killers is 
that: “There are no female 
counterparts to a Bundy or a 
Gacy, to whom sex or sexual 
violence is a part of the murder 
pattern.”
•Females kill for instrumental 
reasons or from twisted 
notions of mercy. 40
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Stephen Giannangelo's Diathesis/Stress Model of Serial 
Killing

Biological 
predisposition

(low arousal levels, 
common pre-frontal 

cortex damage)

Biology X Environment 
interaction

Predisposition 

Self-esteem
Self-control

Sexual Dysfunctions

Maladaptive coping skills = 
retreat to fantasy world

Dissociative processFirst Kill!!



Typical serial killer
• White male
• Late 20’s to early 30’s
• Kills within his own race
• Method of murder is “hands 

on” (strangulation or 
stabbing)
• Victims selected because 

they share specific 
characteristics (for example, 
Ted Bundy chose young 
women with long hair, 
parted in the middle)



The Lust Murderer:
subtype of a serial killer 

• Sadistic and brutal crime
• Committed almost 

exclusively against 
women
• Two types of offenders:
• Organized Nonsocial
• Disorganized Asocial



Organized Nonsocial
• Indifferent to the well-

being of others
• Self-centered and 

narcissistic
• Manipulative and cunning
• Lives away from crime 

scene
• Crime appears controlled, 

methodical
• Pre and post-mortem 

mutilation and torture



Organized Nonsocial
• Evidence of necrophilia
• Returns to crime scene to see 

status of investigation
• Wants his crime to outrage 

the community; feels he is 
“getting even” with society



Disorganized Asocial
• Described by others as a 

“loner”
• Inexperienced in relationships, 

unable to socialize
• Crime is committed in a 

frenzied manner
• Lives close to crime scene 

because he feels safe and 
secure in his own 
neighborhood
• Weapon of opportunity -

demonstrates lack of plan



Disorganized Asocial
• Post-mortem mutilation
• Biting or slashing of breasts, 

genitals

• Insertion of foreign objects
• “an inquisitive child with a 

new toy”
• Exploring how body works

• Returns to crime scene often 
to continue mutilation



Example of lust killers

• James Russell Odom & James Clayton Lawson
• Met in a mental institution
• Talked about their fantasies regarding women: Odom 

raping and Lawson mutilating

• Their crime:
• Kidnapped, raped and brutally mutilated a woman



Lust Killers

• Lawson quoted as saying:

• I wanted to cut her body so she would not look like a 
person and destroy her so she would not exist.
• I did not rape the girl. I only wanted to destroy her.



Profiling 



First documented case
• New York City 1950’s
• “Mad Bomber”
• Psychiatrist James Brussell

constructs a profile:
• White male, 40’s - 50’s
• Lives with aunt or sister
• Hates father, loves mother
• Will wear double-breasted suit 

when apprehended



What to look for

• Signature
• Signature - something done to fulfill or satisfy the offenders emotional state
• Not the same as Modus Operandi

• Modus Operandi - what is needed to complete the crime



What to look for
• State of the crime scene

• Gives clues about the type of offender

• Age

• Race

• Motive



Organized vs. Disorganized

• Organized crime scene:
• Body is hidden
• Weapon is removed from scene
• Appears to be well-planned
• The victim is specifically targeted
• Restraints often used
• Aggression takes place before death



Organized vs. Disorganized

• Disorganized:
• Body not hidden
• Weapon is present
• Appears to be spontaneous
• Victim may be an acquaintance
• Aggression or sex post-mortem



What does it all mean?

• Organized crime scene suggests an offender:
• Average or above average IQ
• Employed, usually quite skilled
• Socially competent
• Uses alcohol in commission of crime
• Uses car to drive to crime scene/hunt for victim
• Obsessed with media coverage of his crimes



What does it all mean?

• Disorganized crime scene suggests an offender:
• Below average IQ
• Unstable employment record, unskilled
• Socially isolated
• Lives close to crime scene
• Strict discipline as a child
• Extremely anxious



Profile activity

• Gender
• Ethnicity
• Occupation (ex. Blue collar vs white collar)
• Disability
• What do you think the motive was?



Profiling a 
Serial Killer:

• San Francisco Mount Tamalpais August 1979
• Edda Kane (44 years) found dead
• Facedown, kneeling position
• Single gunshot wound to back of head
• No evidence of sexual assault
• No robbery



• March 1980
• Barbara Schwartz (23 years)
• Stabbed in chest
• Naked, kneeling position

• October 1980
• Anne Alderson (26 years)
• Shot in head
• BUT: not naked, not kneeling 



• November 1980
• Shauna May (25 years)
• Found in a shallow grave NEXT TO Diana O’ Connell (22 

years) who had been missing for one month
• Both shot in head



• Same day: two more bodies

• Richard Stowers (19 years) and fiancée Cynthia Moreland 
(18 years)
• Determined to have been killed the same weekend as Anne 

Alderson in mid-October



• March 1981

• Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park
• Ellen Marie Hansen (20) & Steven Haertle
• Threatened to rape Ellen, shot & killed her when she protested
• Steven was shot but survived
• Able to give a description of the man



Trailside Killer: Constructing a profile (John 
Douglas)

• Crime scenes in secluded areas only accessible by 
foot: Killer was comfortable in area, a local

• Victims attacked from rear in blitz-style attack: Killer 
was asocial, not able to charm victims with 
conversation. Blitz-style attack was the only way he 
could control victims



Trailside Killer: Constructing a profile

• Victims ranged in ages and appearance: Killer 
didn’t know victims. He is acting out a fantasy
• Victims were white: Killer is white
• Able to evade police: Low to mid 30’s
• Probably spent time in jail, possibly attempted 

rape
• Blue-collar work



Trailside Killer: Constructing a profile

• Very intelligent
• Not random act - precipitating stressor
• History of bed-wetting, fire-starting and/or cruelty 

to animals (as a child)
• SPEECH IMPEDIMENT
• Secluded, didn’t want to be seen
• Relied on over-powering victim
• Indicates a disability, but unlikely physical because was 

able to control victim



Let us guess

• Gender
• Ethnicity
• Occupation (ex. Blue collar vs white collar)
• Disability
• What do you think the motive was?



Trailside Killer Caught

• David Carpenter

• White male, 50 (*profile of age incorrect)
• Industrial arts teacher
• History of attacking women and served jail time
• Domineering and abusive mother
• Bed-wetting & cruelty to animals as a child
• SEVERE STUTTER



Fantasy



Reality



Fantasy





Reality
WARNING: THE IMAGES YOU ARE ABOUT 

TO SEE ARE GRAPHIC IN NATURE





Mass and Spree Killer
ü Mass killer: The killing of several 

people at one location.
ü Spree  killer: The killing of several 

people at different locations over a 
period of  several days.

ü These killers typically commit 
suicide or are killed by the police.
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Two types of mass Killers
ü Those who chose specific targets who the 

killers believe to have caused them stress.
ü Those who attack targets having no 

connection with the killer but who belong 
to groups the killer dislikes.

81

Mass and Spree Killers



ü Most mass murderers are motivated by a hatred 
that simmers until some specific event provides 
the flame that brings it to a boil.

ü Spree killers move from victim to victim in fairly 
rapid succession.

ü Spree killing is rare, but spree-killing teams are 
even rarer and are typically composed of a 
dominant leader and submissive lover.

ü Spree and mass murderers have increased 
steadily in the United States since the middle of 
the century.
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Mass and Spree Killers


